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Thomas Clifton, born abt. 1620, London, England
Case Study Overview
In September 2011, David Clifton contracted our firm for an in-depth ten hour research project. The goal of the project was to study his ancestor, Thomas Clifton, born about 1620 near London, England and find any additional information on possible origins.

Previous research suggested that Thomas Clifton was “kidnapped” off the docks in London and that he was shipped off to work in Barbados on a plantation of Thomas Evans.  This same plantation owner allowed the young man to marry his daughter Jane Evans.  Thomas Evans named Jane and her children in his will in Barbados in 1665 including the oldest son listed as Thomas Clifton, Jr. 

With information from the will, passenger lists, christening, marriage, death and other historical records, and an analysis, the family of Thomas Clifton and Jane Evans was reconstructed, and the most likely candidates for Thomas’ parents was established. Analysis of evidence concluded that the true parentage of Thomas Clifton remains unknown. The full report follows. With additional funding, we would be pleased to pursue this research further. If you are interested in having additional research conducted, please contact us.
 
Thomas Clifton’s Parentage
Prepared for David Clifton 
October 2011

           The purpose of this research session was to find any additional information on possible origins for Thomas Clifton, mainly in London, England or Barbados.


Review
            David provided the following information in a letter to us:

“I don’t have any documents on Thomas in London. I do have some records of him in Barbados including a mention in Thomas Evans will and a record of him owning land adjoining Thomas Evans’s property bounding on Locust Hall plantation in the parish of St. George. He left Barbados in about 1663 with others in the Proprietors efforts to settle Cape Fear, North Carolina, and is mentioned in the Shaftesbury Papers along with 14 others in a petition to the Lt. General regarding high taxes and quality of the land there.

There may be some earlier records in Barbados (since he got there about 1632 and married Jane Evans sometime before 1663. The info I had on him being “kidnapped” off the docks in London at the age of 12 was based on some work of an earlier researcher and I don’t know how accurate it was. Apparently there was a mention of a Clifton on one of the ships going out of London in about 1632….but I have no research of my own to support that. The Clifton’s in England that my dna links to is from the line of Sir Cuthbert Clifton whose descendants came to Maryland with the Brents in the late 1600. There was also a Richard Clifton who was well known preacher about that time in Scrooby and was an early principal in the Brownist/separatist movement that led to the Pilgrims going to Holland then on to Mass. in the 1600’s. So with that said, it may be possible to find a mention of Thomas early on in Barbados or perhaps on some ship coming out of London about 1632.”

The Will of Thomas Evans was reviewed and we reconstructed the family with five children Thomas Jr., Jane, Edward, William, and Jonathan Clifton all born to Thomas Clifton and Jane Evans, daughter of Thomas & Mary Evans. 1
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Note that all children of Thomas and Jane are indicated by the date of the will as being less than 20 years old.  Five children being about 2 years apart or more would put the marriage date between 1645/1655.

A marriage record for Jane and Thomas was searched among the Barbados marriage records but none was found.  Many of the records in Barbados were destroyed by flooding and humidity and it was fortunate to obtain the above will.

Since Barbados records were of not much help we looked at records of Passenger Lists but found no record of Thomas Clifton arriving or departing that were good matches but we did find some records of other Clifton surnamed voyagers that travelled to the West Indies, namely Edmond Clifton and Joseph Clifton.  We also found records of two possible brothers to Edmond who also stood out as possible fathers of Thomas.


Edmond Clifton[image: ]2
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This is a possible candidate for the father of Thomas Clifton so we did some more research on him and found the following:
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Burial on the 16 Aug 1616 in London at Tower Hamlets > St Dunstan and All Saints (Parish) pg. 96 3
(Transcription) “An infant daughter of Edmond Clifton of Ratcliffe maryner buried ye same day” 
A tragic loss but it does give us light onto Edmond, a possible father of Thomas Clifton or at least shows us he survived the voyage (or the venture) of shipping to Barbados (West Indies) previously mentioned on page 179 of English Adventurers and Emigrants, 1609-1660.
[image: ]

Christening on the 15 Jul 1610 in London at Tower Hamlets > St Dunstan and All Saints (Parish) pg. 11 4
(Transcription) “John sonne of Edmund Clifton of Radclife marriner bapt. Fifteenth (July 1610)” 
So, here we have a mariner Edmond Clifton, from Ratcliffe, Middlesex, London, England; who is a merchant (likely wealthy),  going back and forth on voyages to the West Indies and having children in the same time period that Thomas Clifton was born.
Joseph Clifton
Below is page 108 of New World Immigrants, by Michael Tepper, that mentions Joseph Clifton and his marriage to his boss’s sister, and Joseph’s sister Sarah’s marriage  to his boss Daniell Hopkinson, all of London and merchant  mariners.  Joseph kept the books and they travelled to Virginia and back with goods in 1637. 
 [image: ]
This record on Joseph Clifton was interesting but no additional record of him was found that would lead us to believe he was the father of Thomas Clifton who married Jane Evans of Barbados.5  We turned our attention to the other candidate that stood out the most to us in the research, Thomas Clifton.

Thomas Clifton
A search for possible christening records for a Thomas Clifton actually didn’t show us any great matches but we did find this marriage record which we felt important to look into more.
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A duplicate of this marriage record gives one additional piece of information, the place was at Saint Dunstan, Stepney, Middlesex, London, England which is the same location as Edmond Clifton.6  It is very likely that Edmond and this Thomas were brothers.  Thomas is a good possibility for a father of Thomas Clifton born in 1620, but no record shows him sailing to the West Indies like Edmond.  Thomas b. 1620 could have gone to sea with his Uncle Edmond, though it is doubtful he would stay in Barbados and leave his family, unless it was for love, of Barbados or Jane.
Notice also the last name of the bride is Skott (or Scott) which is royal lineage line.

No record was found for Thomas being the son of Thomas in Saint Dunstan, but he did have at least one son, named Lewis.
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Lewis Clifton, son of Thomas Clifton a Vintner(wine merchant) of St. Peter ad Vincula Ld. (London) and his wife Mary, was baptised on 30 Dec 1621 in St. Dunstan, so they did indeed have children born to them around the time of Thomas and with the father and maternal grandfather named Thomas, it is likely that they also named a son Thomas, but no such record was found.7  Their only child mentioned is Lewis in 1621, but they had been married for 10 years so there must be more children that are not recorded at St. Dunstan, but perhaps at another parish.
(See more about St. Peter ad Vincula parish in London) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Peter_ad_Vincula_London)
This Tower of London connection and the connection to the Scott royal line may be a connection to your family that may be worth pursuing.
This church is a Royal Peculiar which falls under the jurisdiction of the Monarch and not the Bishop.
Lewis apparently only lived about 5 months because he also appears later in the same parish in a burial record dated 13 May 1622 and the father is Thomas Clifton of Ratcliffe a Vintner and Mary his wife.8
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Henry Clifton
A death record in 1622 for an infant son of Henry and his wife Anne were the only records for him that time allowed us to find. More research is recommended and perhaps in the second phase we can find more on Henry and Anne.9
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Jane Evans History
We also uncovered a possible record match with Jane’s parents in the same area of St. Dunstan parish.  This could very well be her parents’ marriage.10
	Name:
	Thomas Evans

	Marriage Date:
	11 Jun 1628

	Parish:
	St Dunstan and All Saints

	County:
	Middlesex

	Borough:
	Tower Hamlets

	Spouse:
	Mary Dodson

	Record Type:
	Marriage




[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Possible match for the birth/christening 29 Aug 1591 of Thomas Evans son of David Evans at St. Dunstan,Tower Hamlets, Middlesex, London, England11


Conclusions
          We have a good start on deciphering who the real parents are of Thomas Clifton born ca. 1620 in the area of London, but the true parentage of Thomas Clifton remains unknown until further research is conducted. 
	We also have some good possible synergy with the parents of Jane Evans being from the same area of London boroughs of Middlesex, England that makes some sense as connections as well.
	In theory, it is likely, that one of the possible Clifton brothers of Radcliffe met Thomas Evans in their business dealings and sent their son Thomas Clifton with Mr. Evans to Barbados as a cabin boy or apprentice and that is how the two became connected.  I don’t think without solid evidence we can speculate that he was “kidnapped” but it is also a possibility or he could have run away from home.

Future Research
            Having shown that there are some good candidates for the parents of Thomas that were likely in St. Dunstan parish of Tower Hamlets, Middlesex, England in the early 1600s it is my recommendation to further the research by investigating more into the history of these three possible Clifton brothers of Tower Hamlets in Middlesex, England and time permitting to continue the history search for more on Thomas Evans history and connection to Tower Hamlets.  I will be in the FHL personally in the next few days so this is a good time to have a search conducted there as well.  I recommend another 20 -25 hours of research.

James F. Brätt
Professional Genealogist
President and Head of Research
The Family History Research Group
www.TheFHRG.com




[bookmark: _ftn1]Endnotes:

[bookmark: _ftn2]1 Joanne McRee Sanders, Barbados Records; Wills, 1639-1725. (Baltimore, MD, USA: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1979-1981) Vols. 1-3, p.119. Thomas Evans, Barbados, 1665. -Document 1
2 English Adventurers and Emigrants, 1609-1660, by Peter Wilson Coldham, Genealogical Publishing Co. Inc., Baltimore, Maryland, 1984, pg. 178-179. -Document 2
3 London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Dunstan and All Saints, Register of burials, P93/DUN, Item 275, -Document 3
4 London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Dunstan and All Saints, Register of baptisms, P93/DUN, Item 256 -Document 4
5 Michael Tepper, New World Immigrants; (Baltimore, MD, Genealogical Publishing Co., 1979) Vol. 1, p.108 -Document 5
6 Thomas Clifton marriage record 1611; FamilySearch.org, FHL Film 597245 Document 6
7 London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Dunstan and All Saints, Register of burials, P93/DUN, Item 275, -Document 7
8London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Dunstan and All Saints, Register of baptisms, P93/DUN, Item 256 -Document 8
9Henry Clifton unnamed son burial record 1622; FamilySearch.org, FHL Film 597248 -Document 9
10 London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Dunstan and All Saints, Register of burials, P93/DUN, Item 275, -Document 10
11London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Dunstan and All Saints, Register of baptisms, P93/DUN, Item 256 -Document 11
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virginia with Sir Ihomas Uates and tnere to engage in
a fishing voyage with James Gentleman, Mr. John
Simpson, Edward _Prienderglast, _Gottard Thurtells,
Robert England, William Lawson, Edward Turner, -----
Hubberdyne and a boy. They set out fishing in May
1612 in the Discovery belonging to the Virginia
Company but the weather was foul and thick and they
told the Master of the vessel that they would not come
any more to Virginia and wished to return to England.
They therefore sailed to Dartmouth and Dover from
where the deponent came to London carrying a letter
to Sir Thomas Smith from the ship's Master. They
brought nothing from Virginia but a little salt and met
only with a ship of Colchester coming from the Islands
and with a French ship from which they obtained bread.
2 July 1612

178 00

Morris Jones of London, surgeon aged 25. In December
1611 the Daisy of London, Mr. John Buntinge, set out
from London on a merchanting voyage to the West
Indies. Robert Tindall went in the ship which was
taken by pirates while at Guinea in January 1611/12
etc. etc. 24 Octaber 1612,

VOLUME 48
James Burges of Ratcliffe, Middlesex, mariner aged 50.
In 1613 his son, Thomas Burges, who was apprenticed to
Richard Scott, sailmaker of Ratcliffe, was hired to go
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ENGLISH ADVENTURERS AND EMIGRANTS, 1609-1660

ENGLISH ADVENTURERS

as sailmaker on the Resistance of London, Mr. Edmond
Clifton, for a merchanting voyage to the West Indies.
John Price was hired as Master's mate. The ship went
to the West Country where she took on board Captain
Mannering. After the ship had been at sea for some
months allegedly on course for the West Indies,
Mannering altered course and took to plundering.

17 November 1614.

Thomas Wisdom of London, barber surgeon aged 30. He
went as surgeon of the Resistance. To his distress and
that of Burges and Price, Mannering went among the
pirates. 17 November 1614.

Edward Willmouth of Millbrooke, Cornwall, mariner. He
was Master of the Willing Mind of Foy which went on
a fishing voyage to Newfoundland. In August 1614 4
ships of war under Captain Mainwaring (Mannering)
came aboard her and took her victuals and sent her
crew on shore. There the crew ran into the woods to
hide in order to escape joining the pirates, and some
made their way home in the Edward and John of Foy.
5 April 1615,

Thomas Tucker of Newcastle, mariner. In October 1611
he shipped as Master's mate on the Daisy of Sandwich,
Mr. John Buntinge, for a voyage to the West Indies.
On passage she was seized by Captain Easton of the
Conrad who took out the deponent and others from
their ship and detained her for 3 months before she
could proceed on her voyage. Easton had 5 other ships
under his command, the Valentin, the Jacob, the Swan
and 2 prizes. 22 July 16I5.

Robert Walsingham of London, mariner, deposes
similarly. The Daisy was seized off the coast of
Guinea. 16 July 1618.

Nicholas Thompson of Ratcliffe, Middlesex, sailor. In
1614 he shipped in the Hopewell of London, Mr. John
Powell, for a voyage to tF(ne West Indies, but was left

-179-

SOURCE INFORMATION: WWW.ANCESTRY.COM DATABASE: ENGLISH ADVENTURERS AND EMIGRANTS, 1609-1660
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to the West Country where she took on board Captain
Mannering. After the ship had been at sea for some
months allegedly on course for the West Indies,
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Thomas Wisdom of London, barber surgeon aged 30. He
went as surgeon of the Resistance. To his distress and
that of Burges and Price, Mannering went among the
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was Master of the Willina Mind of Foy which went on

race: 179 | (23 © ©





image5.png
g Srrint 0
@ Zoom In @ Zoom Out 15D/U mage: [o5  |of 111 () @ ©
/4 </ [~

L.-(....t% A 5.....% £ 8fon -///h'ha e 4'4.

f o/l

&'-m& '}'.\.'d of* L’ﬁd /k/""'""{f ‘nt\a ?‘ﬁ /J J‘
?s‘t‘(l )mut“ /’Omol b T Q’c'o\avnh-' '/ Tabst: ﬁ“w(b /p--l e
"¢ vup.- [".‘wa& y g q{ywr/-/' Mv/w ‘-'?

E" - orned z...o. 0 ,-,....4 Nk o ?'Lv ? &w ...5\
?,u ,ﬁ/,d " /./’ tw-otl ‘&‘j’h—.«-‘ o 7.6[ &‘
Nilawm om.o’a vm*& r).-mt’.uﬁ.v /‘ ‘ '&‘u-t "n. N
(w‘m‘" 1 /?‘h&fﬂ‘&yﬁ msy “u‘ ‘a-?i /o)-..

W lfiar tu&r o Zabeff b o by, Bt lgv farme
c‘-kyjﬁw cctfno‘fm /.‘1.“ nl L hg Jd

| e . li...m_: Vido'} aw__ Z{::f“/ 2 %% A“’

‘ w(u‘ /‘-¢ L) ‘X“d ) e b ool g:ﬂ’ﬂﬁmu“‘ﬁLhﬂ‘/

7 Add Update





image6.png
<Pfancestry. London, England, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 Record for John Clifton

baut John Clfton to your
your

< Return to Record Tower Hariets - St Dunstan and All sairts - 1606-1637

@Zuum n ezmm out | 150% v megs: (1 |ofen [ER @ o
(

”‘{uw‘ M"n».t ’-d‘n‘ mnufnﬂ'u" Frmcyaupe T e =y @ VLY G Ve

A PO et nC‘ou o]- ?nQr('n[-‘ niakEm e ﬁalorﬂ').cqnlz.

ST Gomiah Mok e oft Yadelbif &-c"e-?.alor b ¥

anne ».ﬂ;'ﬂ;.l»‘ I’Iol"l‘n“ 1' ,.).,,c fﬂ’dmamﬂntl LAP:;{ c.{ ‘
13,..m-$ \.‘v -Amr. na Pn:frm"l'm‘r lr =" 0

“u " mt am-a [l ok ant Hiw b e veaypnyf C\‘awtr‘wr-bg
Q‘hw by \zlut[{‘ aff¢ ”\m_',xn- '11lt‘|ltm‘p«'tr¥,0ﬂ‘m| f’“’?t“: B’B"”
St e
dvhiiam lo-hyv ./W«r 4 u : 4’

\.- (\lt.r\ k‘»r\ -rs‘dt mf’.t?u‘ r‘r.lzi.,t ‘ ‘
IL-HLO«»"{)J 1&“3«.— -~ ‘fwwv‘é’o“’#, “t;‘ﬂfl‘:z—’rz— e’

bkt GG : :

u’ "

Name. Event Date Parish Parents Spouse

Olvere Ballwell 151610 St Dunstan and Al Sarts il Balwell

Thamas Tribute =

Jahn Woodcott

Thamas Tribute 151610 St Dunst

Al Sairts

Mary Wosdcott 1530l 1610 St Dunstan and Al Sarts

7 Add Update





image7.png
<Hlancestry. New world Immigrants, Vol. T —

4 Return to Search Reslts » Accompts of the Tristram and Jane 2 Help
Sprint
@ 2oom In @ Zoom Out [100% [v] Pae: 108 | (B0 ©@©
108 New World Immigrants

It seems likely that after leaving Accomack, the boat sailed back through
Hampton Roads and across James River into Chuckatuck Creek and Nanse-
mond River. She may also have gone up the James River to its junction
with the Appomattox. The basis for this conjecture is the place of residence
of the purchasers whom we have been able to identify. They lived mainly
in Elizabeth City, Warwick, York, Accomack, Isle of Wight, and Nanse-
mond counties, though a few were of James City and Charles City counties.

It is reasonable to suppose that planters shipped their tobacco from their
nearest wharf to avoid the expense of long hauls, hence their purchases
were made as close to home as possible.

‘We do not know the date of arrival or departure for the Tristram and Jane,
but we do know that on November 21 Daniell Hopkinson, the merchant,
was so ill that he deemed it prudent to make his will, a copy of which is
printed after the “Accompts.” A few items about it may be noted. The
witnesses were Robert Reeves and Thomas Nant; nothing has been found
concerning the latter and it may have been a copyist's error for “Hart.” If so,
Reeves and Hart were probably mates on the Tristram and Jane since each
is referred to as “Mister” and each was bequeathed “the fraight of two tunn =
of goods homeward bound.” Reeves appears twice as a headright for William
Woolritch of Elizabeth City County in a patent dated June 17, 1635.” That
would mean two voyages had been made by him prior to that date, suggest-
ing he was employed on a ship trading in Virginia.

Apparently Daniell Hopkinson had married Sarah Clifton whose brother
Joseph Clifton had married Daniell’s sister Barbara. The bequest of beaver
hats reminds us how valuable this fur was then. Sometimes called castor,
which was its trade name, beaver fur was often used as currency.

Joseph Clifton was apparently a faithful executor in discharging his
responsibility as this carefully kept accompt book reveals.
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